Why Contest?
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Eric Silverthorn NM5M
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What WeAluCover

« Why We Contest
A Few Myths:

— You need a big station to participate

— Big guns only really care about working other big guns.

* Types of Contests (How to pick one that’s best for you)
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WAS / DXCC IN AWEEKEND

CHASING BAND COUNTRIES

WE ARE TYPE “A” AND LOVE TO COMPETE

PROVE OUR STATION CAPABILITY

DISPLAY OUR OPERATING TALENT

WE ARE JUST IN THE HABIT AND ENJOY
CONTESTING




Do | Have to Have a Big Station to
Operate a Contest?

Why not?

You donAdhave to be a Big Gun
to have Big Fun contesting!
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Some Antenna ldeas

Multiband Verticals

No matter what size station you A#é@perating,
it Adarthrill to talk to somebody far away.

Contests let you do that many times in one
weekend!
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Little Pistol — N5TIT
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HAMSTICK
IN THE ATTIC
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Make Do..

Do the best with what you have....

Consider a .25 wavelength antenna for the
band your most interested in and have
space for...

No matter what size station you A#é@perating,
it Adarthrill to talk to somebody far away.

Contests let you do that many times in one
weekend!
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Heavy Metal (on the other end)

No matter what size station you A#é@perating,
it Adarthrill to talk to somebody far away.

Contests let you do that many times in one
weekend!
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Big Gun RD3A (Russia)




HKiR Antenna Farm
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The Big Guns Want
To Work You!

NO6TR Research indicates that 20% of Stations that
¥ are worked in SS CW will not send in a log




Think About It...

KX9X from the ARRL Contest Desk says:

§ « CW SS 2012 881 Stations that made 10 or more
QSOS and did not send in a log

! < SSB SS 2012 2432 Stations made 10 or more
QSOS without sending in a log

& ° Working these guys can be the difference in
beating your competitor...




The Importance of Working the
Casual Contester

1673 logs were received In SS SSB

50% of those logs had fewer than 200
ONION)
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What's Reqg’'d to Get Started?

A radio and antennas (Use whatever you have!)
A logging system
- Computer-based logging software
e Many options from freeware to networked

Windows-based
- N1IMM (free) www.n1lmm.com
- Wintest ($50)
- N3FJP ($39-49) www.n3fjp.com
- (MacOS and Linux versions too)




Big Gun DR1A
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ARRL ARRL

RTTY
SKN ARRL
VHF ARRL
DX
ARRL CQ WPX
Field Day
ARRL
VHF IARU HF World
ARRL Championships
UHF
CQ WW DX
ARRL
ARRL - Sweepstakes
160
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www.dfwcontest.com

www.arrl.org

http://www.arrl.org/contest-update-issues
WWW.contesting.com

WWw.Nncjweb.com
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